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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADI TI ON

By now, trees are beginning to appear in | ivini
rooms throughout the parish. To a complete outsi
to our culture, It must seem an odd thing indeed
“roots” of this custom are in |liturgical drama:
gi ous plays performed in the churches and town
sqguares of medieval Europe The favorite heme f
this time of year was the “Paradise Play,” a dr a
hi story of the human race from the Garden of Ede
the birth of Jesus i n Bethlehem. The | anguage an
music varied from place to place, but one featur
al ways in place: a great tree decorated with app
a prop, It provided | ots of material for the act
temptation, shelter for the manger, and a remind
the wood of the cross. Soon people began to brin
“paradise trees” into their homes, decorating th
with gifts and | ighted candl es.

Many Germans give credit to Martin Luther for
transforming the “Paradise Tree” into the evergr
Christmas tree. Wal king home on a starry Advent
night, he was so awed by the beauty of the night
he hauled a pine tree inside and decorated it wi
|l i ghted candles. Americans were holdouts. It too
til 1856 for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts t
decri minalize Christmas decorations, the old Pur
di sli kes falling before the waves of I rish and C
I mmi grants with traditions firmly in hand!

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

PRAY FOR THE SI CK

I N OUR PARI SH:

Lennie Mari azet a, Er i Scott, Ann Musi ck,

Patty Gr os s, Franz Vill ena, Sharron Torr e, Ant hony
Schmidt .

Fat her of goodness and | ove, hear our prayers for
sick members of our community and for al | who are
need. May these speci al people find | asting heal't
deliverance. We ask this through the Lord Jesus W
healed those who believed. Amen



